Mawhinney’s findings disappointing
Lord Mawhinney’s report recommends:
· That Heathrow be served by a loop on HS2, not a direct main route or spur
· The loop should not be built until HS2 has been extended further north than Birmingham, because it presently lacks an adequate business case. For the initial phase of HS2, the junctions for the Heathrow loop should be provided.
· Consideration should be given to initially terminating HS2 at Old Oak Common (not Euston) 

The recommendation to add a loop that goes to Heathrow later, avoids burdening HS2 with additional cost that is insufficiently off-set by benefits now, but the Mawhinney report keeps alive the hope to run HS2 via Heathrow. 
A consequence of this is that the government will not be as receptive to the much more cost effective alternative HSR solution of improving the WCML services, as they have been had the Heathrow connection been dealt a fatal blow.

The suggestion that the service might initially terminate at Old Oak Common – instead of Euston – seems likely to reduce the attractiveness of HS2. Such a proposal would cost less, but it would highlight the inadequate treatment of competition between conventional rail and HS2, which would erode the case for HS2.
Other issues

HS2 Ltd submitted revised ‘demand, benefits and revenue forecasts’ (July draft) for HS2, which are in Appendix 2. These represent slightly lower figures than those in the March report
It is noted that Mawhinney says that the business case (for HS2) does not need to be overwhelmingly positive but it does need to be reasonable enough to enable the Secretary of State to take a major decision in the national interest. 
